SUNDAY 22 December 2019
4th Sunday in Advent

SERMON TITLE: Seek The King
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12
SPEAKER: Rev Wendy Tay

Extending God’s Kingdom In The City Of Refuge

We welcome all friends and visitors to our
worship services. If you are here for the first
time, please inform a greeter. We would love
to connect with you. Do take some time to
complete the response slip inside the welcome
pack and hand it to a greeter. Please join us at
our Visitor’s Corner next to the Contact Point
for a time of fellowship and light refreshments
after the service.

TODAY, 22 DEC
7.30am Peranakan Service

Speaker: Nyonya Habibah Samadi
Sermon Title: Ramuan Yang Hilang
Scripture Lesson: 1 Korintus 13:1-7,13
Worship Leader: Nyonya Emily Lim

9am Sanctuary Service &
11.15am Celebration Service

Speaker: Rev Wendy Tay
Sermon Title: Seek The King
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12
Worship Leaders:
(9am) Ms Amelia Champion
(11.15am) Ms Charlene Chew

9am Youth Service

Speaker: Mr Daniel Lee
Sermon Title: Where Is God?
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 59:12-21
Worship Leader: Mr Joshua Heng

9am & 11.15am
Mandarin Services

Speaker: Rev Christopher Chin
Translator: Mrs Judith Chua
Sermon Title: Darkness During Christmas
Scripture Lesson: Luke 1:26-38, 45;
Matthew 4:16
Worship Leader: Mr Sng Cheng Kiang
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1.30pm Filipino Service

Speaker: Mr Eugene Cheong
Sermon Title: While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks By Night
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25;
Luke 2:8-20
Worship Leader: Mrs April Oviedo

SAT, 28 DEC

4.00pm - Peranakan Fellowship		
(Jerusalem Room)

Testimonies

We welcome testimonies of God’s work
in your life as an encouragement to
others! Please email your testimony to
testimonies@plmc.org, along with your
name and contact details.

Bereavement

Our condolences to the
family of the late:
• Mdm Tan Swan

Extending God’s Kingdom In The City Of Refuge

ADVENT is the first season of the
Christian Calendar and begins four
Sundays before Christmas. The word
“Advent” means “The Arrival Of”, and
refers to the coming of Christ into the
world. The season’s colour is purple,
symbolizing penitence and preparation
for the anticipated Messiah. The Advent
Candles, an arrangement of three purple
candles symbolizing Hope (Isaiah),
Peace (John the Baptist), and Love (Holy
Trinity), a pink candle symbolizing Joy
(Mary, Mother of Jesus), and a central
white candle symbolizing Christ, are
usually placed on the altar, with one
coloured candle lit each Sunday, and the
white candle lit on Christmas Day.

The bulletin cover highlights the empty
manger, and anticipates the coming
of the Christ. Even as we celebrate the
Incarnation of God as a tiny human baby
more than two millennia ago, we also
await with longing expectancy for His
Second Coming. Maranatha! Come, Lord
Jesus!

This Sunday, we light the fourth candle,
the Holy Trinity candle which symbolizes
Love as God is Love. John 3:16, the verse
on which our faith depends on, says, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” May we obey His commands to love
God and neighbour.
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PLMC Inner Healing
Ministry

For appointments or enquiries, email
plihm@plmc.org.

Cell Groups

For more information, email
cellministry@plmc.org.

Ways To Pray

Please fill in the prayer cards available at
the Sanctuary entrance and place it in the
You can contact our trained
Prayer Box. You may forward confidential
counsellors for an appointment at
concerns to the Pastors directly.
pastoralcare@plmc.org or 6285 1234
You are welcome to use the 24/7 prayer
room in the Fellowship Hall from Monday
to Saturday or the prayer room at the
Sanctuary Block, Level 3 from 6.00 am to
7.00 pm, Monday to Saturday.
Please be informed that by entering You may use the altar area after ministry
these premises and participating in the time if you would like to pray quietly on
worship services and other activities, your own.
you are deemed to have given consent
for the use of your image captured in any
photo or video recording by PLMC for all
The Manger is located at Level 3 of the
communication purposes. Thank you.
Sanctuary and is strictly reserved for
families with children below the age of
3 years. Children 3 to 12 years old are
strongly encouraged to attend Silver
If you wish to tithe via GIRO, interbank Boxes*, our children’s programme at
transfers, or internet banking, you may Level 1 of the Sanctuary. We also have
Shiny Tots ministry* at 9.30am and at
do so using the following details:
Account Name: Paya Lebar Methodist 12pm if your child is between the ages of
Church • Bank Name: DBS BANK LTD • 12 months to 30 months. If you or your
Bank Code: 7171 • Branch Code: 023 • child is unwell, please refrain from using
The Manger as the germs can spread
Account Number: 023-905121-9
easily. *Sessions not available on first
Sunday of each month.

Counselling Services

Use of Photos or
Video Recordings

The Manger (Cry Room)

Electronic Funds Transfer
for Tithes and Pledges
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NO FILIPINO SERVICE On
29 Dec 2019 and 5 Jan
2020

Please join us for our English services
at 9.00am and 11.15am on those two
Sundays.

Adult/Youth Baptism
& Confirmation

*CHRISTMAS SERVICES Wednesday, 25 Dec 2019
• English Evangelistic Services
(9.00am & 11.15am), Sanctuary
• Mandarin Evangelistic Services
(9.00am & 11.15am), Covenant
Chapel L4

Limited number of Invitation cards to the
services are available at the Contact Point
for you to invite your pre-believing family
and friends to hear about God’s Greatest
Gift - “JESUS!”

*WATCHNIGHT SERVICE

- Tuesday, 31 Dec 2019, 10.30pm
followed by Fellowship Supper

(We will provide the plain porridge;
worshippers are encouraged to bring and
share their condiments and dishes)

*Please note that there will be NO Filipino,
Peranakan or Youth Services, nor Silver
Boxes/Shiny Tots Programme on these
two days.

For those who desire to be baptized,
confirmed &/or transferred as PLMC
members, kindly:
1. Obtain registration form at the Contact
Point and submit completed form by 19
Jan 2020 (latest).
2. Attend all the BMC Sessions and an
assigned Ministry Weekend.
BMC Sessions: Saturdays; 1, 8, 15, 22
Feb, 14 & 21 Mar 2020 (Conference
Room, Jordan Hall/2.30pm-5.30pm)
Ministry Weekends: Saturdays; 29 Feb &
7 Mar 2020 (Conference Room ,9.00am2.30pm)
Combined Baptism Service:
Sunday, 22 Mar 2020/3.00pm
Confirmation Service: Sunday, 29 Mar
2020 (During Worship Services)
For enquiries on English BMC, please
email andy@plmc.org;
for Mandarin BMC, please email
livingstones@plmc.org.
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A Day of
Simple Reflection

As you begin a new year we invite you to
a time of reflection together with others.
This day offers one an opportunity to
come to some awareness of self and
God through the practice of reflection.
You will be guided to reflect on some
questions in Scripture and be interacting
in small groups. This is not a silent retreat.
Please register at the Contact Point. For
more information please contact Soo
Hoong at soohoong@plmc.org
Date: Saturday, 4 Jan 2020
Time: 9.00am-5.00pm
Venue: Canossian Lifesprings
Spirituality Centre, 100 Jalan Merbok
S(598454)
Cost: $20 per person (lunch included)
Facilitators: PLMC Spiritual Direction Team
Closing Date: 29 Dec or when places
are taken up
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A Quiet Morning
(For First Timers)

This is a half-day prayer retreat for firsttimers. It is a gentle introduction to a
guided prayer retreat experience. It is
recommended for those who desire to
have a little taste of silence and solitude
and learn to listen to the Lord.
Email soohoong@plmc.org for more
information. Please sign up at the
Contact Point if you would like to come.
Date: Saturday, 18 Jan 2020
Time: 8.30am-1.00pm
Venue: Canossian Lifesprings
Spirituality Centre, 100 Jalan Merbok,
S(598454)
Cost: $10 per person
Closing Date: 29 Dec or when places
are taken up
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the

parenting
children
course
DATE

fridays

7, 14, 21, 28 FEB
6MAR
TIME

7:30PM PM
TO 9:30

Under great pressures of today,
parents face bewildering choices to
practice effective parenting. While
striving to keep family-life in check,
we often forget that our children do
not come with an instruction
manual.

PLACE

PLMC
JORDAN HALL / HAVEN

COST

$6

INCLUDES
MANUAL

The Parenting Children Course (TPCC)
is a 5-session course designed for any
parent or caregiver, regardless of their
parenting skill level. Learn to build
strong foundations, the 5 love
languages, how to set boundaries with
love, and more!

The Parenting Children
Course (TPCC9) -

Women’s
Society of
Christian
Service
Women’s Society Of
Christian Service (WSCS)

1. GC Thanksgiving 2020* Saturday, 4 Jan 2020
Specially For Parents With
2. TRAC WSCS Writing Devotions* Children Ages 0-10 Years Old
Saturdays, 11 & 18 Jan 2020
The Parenting Children Course (TPCC)
Cost: $40 (2 sessions)
is a 5-session course designed for any
*Registration TODAY, between services
parent or caregiver, regardless of their
at the WSCS table.
parenting skill level. Learn to build strong
foundations, the 5 love languages, how
to set boundaries with love, and more!
TPCC was developed and run worldwide
by Nicky & Silas Lee who are married for Scan the QR code or go to this link
30 years and have 4 children. They are https://bit.ly/2OHGpW0 for the songs
co-authors of The Parenting Book and we will be singing during our Celebration
The Marriage Book and creators of TPCC, Services.
The Parenting Teenagers Course (TPTC), 1) Glorious Day
The Marriage Course and The Marriage 2) Your Name (Christmas Version)
Preparation Course. For enquiries and 3) It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
registration, please contact Serene Chia 4) What A Beautiful Name
at 9380 7578.
Dates: 7, 14, 21, 28 Feb & 6 Mar 20
Venue: Jordan Hall (Jordan 2 - 7, 14, 21
Feb & 6 March 20); Haven on 28 Feb 20
Time: 7.30pm-9.30pm
TPCC was developed and run worldwide by Nicky & Silas Lee who are
married for 30 years and have 4 children. They are co-authors of The
Parenting Book and The Marriage Book and creators of The Parenting
Children Course (TPCC), The Parenting Teenagers Course (TPTC), The
Marriage Course and The Marriage Preparation Course.

REGISTER NOW!

CONTACT MS SERENE CHIA AT 9380 7578

Weekly Praise &
Worship Songs
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GLOWING YEARS
MINISTRY (GYM)
GYM Discovery Walk Thomson Nature Park

Soul Feast –
An Invitation to the
Christian Spiritual Life

The CAC Board of Discipleship & Nurture
is organizing a spiritual retreat by Rev
Marjorie J Thompson, and ordained
Presbyterian minister who has spent 13
years serving as Director of Pathways
for Congregational Spirituality with
Upper Room Ministries. Limited spaces
available. For registration and enquiries,
please contact cac.bdn@methodist.org.sg
or call 6478 4726.
Dates: 27-29 Feb 2020
Venue: Montfort Centre, 624 Upper
Bukit Timah Rd S(678212)
Fees: $290 per person by 1 Jan 20; $320
per person after 1 Jan 20 (inclusive
of food and accommodation on twin
sharing basis)
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Date: Saturday, 28 Dec 2019
Time: 6.45am
Venue: PLMC
Cost: $2
For more details, refer to the GYM Notice
Board opposite the breakfast counter in
the Fellowship Hall or contact Patrick Teo
at 9696 0355 or Evelyn Chua at
9112 2091.
*Please note that registration for courses, talks, workshops,
events & activities, Missions trips and any other activities
mentioned in this bulletin is strictly on a first-come-firstserved basis. Once the maximum number of participants
has been reached, the event or activity will be deemed to
be full regardless of the closing date originally stated. All
information in this bulletin is deemed to be correct as at the
date of publication.
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PrayerFocus

It’s the season for giving, receiving and
rejoicing. In the midst of celebrating
Christmas and the new year, let us
•

•

•

•

Give thanks to God for the gift of His
Son through whom we have eternal
and abundant life.
Spare a thought for those who may
be lonely, grieving or ill. Ask the Lord
for wisdom and compassion as you
come alongside to pray, minister to
and fellowship with them.
Also take time to reflect and give
thanks for God’s goodness and ask
Him to draw us even closer to Him.
May many more people be brought
into the Kingdom of God. 2019 has
been a year of natural disasters like
floods, wild fires and earthquakes
in different parts of our world;
resurgence of diseases like Measles,
Polio and Ebola; trade wars resulting
in hardship, and the loss of lives and
damage to infrastructure resulting
from wars, terrorist attacks and antiestablishment protests. Rest assured
that in spite of all the doom and gloom,
this is our Father’s world and that He is
very much in control and cares for His
creation. Continue to pray that in the
coming year, His children will learn to
live peaceably with one another and
find even better ways of managing
the resources of this world which He
has blessed us with until His return.

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year!

Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV)
The Magi Visit the Messiah

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem
2 and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
4 When he had called together all the
people’s chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Messiah
was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact time
the star had appeared. 8 He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. As soon as you
find him, report to me, so that I too may
go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they
went on their way, and the star they had
seen when it rose went ahead of them
until it stopped over the place where the
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child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to
the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12
And having been warned in a dream not
to go back to Herod, they returned to
their country by another route.
Footnotes:
Matthew 2:1 Traditionally wise men
Matthew 2:6 Micah 5:2,4
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