
4 days of prayer40

WEDNESDAY 1 March

Author: Kow Shih Ming

Day 1 
READ: Genesis 39

OBSERVE:

E      verything Joseph did, whether in the house of his Egyptian master 
or in prison, he did well. Joseph was a success because the Lord 

was with him. God gave Joseph favour in the sight of Potiphar and the 
keeper of the prison. Hence, Joseph was given complete authority in 
Potiphar’s household and when he was in prison, over the prisoners.

 In the midst of his success, Joseph was tempted by Potiphar’s wife 
day after day. He resisted the temptation by remembering the trust 
Potiphar had in him and that to give in to the temptation was to sin 
against God.

	 Despite	 standing	 firm	 in	 his	 integrity,	 Joseph	 was	 thrown	 into	
prison.	Yet	in	prison,	he	continues	to	find	favour	with	those	who	had	
authority over him. There is no hint that he was angry with God or 
bitter about his situation. He probably recognised that what the Lord 
gave Him in Potiphar’s household was only his for a season. In his 
season of imprisonment, the Lord gave him a similar gift of success 
and authority.

Observations about success:
• Success comes from having the Lord with me.
• Success doesn’t exempt me from temptation.
• Success because the Lord is with me doesn’t exempt me from   
 unjust suffering. 
• Authority is given when God grants me favour in the sight of   
 those in authority.

The Key & Challenges of Success
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APPLY:
1. Seek the Lord’s presence if I want to succeed.
2. In success, be prepared to face temptation and unjust suffering.
3. Resist temptation by remembering that what I have is a gift from   
 God and to give in to temptation is to sin against God.
4. Handle authority with gratitude for it comes from God who grants 
 me favour with others.

DO:
I will seek the Lord’s presence by being present at all the Wednesday 
prayer meetings on 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 March in the PLMC Sanctuary.

PRAY:
Lord, as I seek you with all my heart, fulfil your promise that I may find 
you and then abide in you throughout the day. Amen.



6 days of prayer40

THURSDAY 2 March

Author: Soh Fong Jin

Day 2 
READ: Genesis 40

OBSERVE:

Joseph exercised whatever authority granted to him well, even 
when he was imprisoned, where he was placed in charge of the 

prisoners there (Gen 39:21-22). Joseph could have minded his own 
business but instead demonstrated care and concern for others, 
especially when both the Cupbearer and Baker looked ‘dejected’ (v6). 

It is common to have dreams and often we wonder what they mean. 
Our responses to dreams also differ and at times result in unnecessary 
anxieties	 or	 even	 ‘inflated’	 expectations.	 Of	 significance	 is	 what	
Joseph said in verse 8, that interpretation of dreams belongs to God. 
Yet, Joseph was able to interpret both their dreams accurately. One 
can infer that Joseph was well connected with God, able to discern 
whatever God revealed to him either personally or through others.

The Cupbearer was spared by the Pharaoh and resumed his 
appointment but forgot Joseph’s request to relay to the Pharaoh to 
release him from prison.

The Cupbearer and the Baker
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APPLY:
Regardless of the span of power that we are authorised to exercise, 
we need to do it well with utmost care for people or resources under 
our charge. 

It is good to stay connected with God through various ways of  
spiritual intake like R.O.A.D, daily devotions, bible readings, cell, 
serving in a ministry, or deepening our relationship with Him through 
spiritual formation, all with the desired outcome to be that sensitive to 
discernment of His word for us.

Remember, be grateful and reciprocate grace and any kindness received. 

DO:
In any situation faced, be it in a position of authority or sensing a need 
from others, pause and ponder “What would Jesus say or do in this 
situation?” If you feel led, pray about it before taking any action. 

Seek to adopt the R.O.A.D approach in reading and understanding 
a passage. Allocate time to dwell on God’s words and ask “What is 
Jesus saying to me here?” Journal what was read and understood, 
and more importantly, our experience if practiced.

PRAY:
Heavenly Father, help me to be disciplined in reading Your word and 
dwell on it. Help me to stay focused and open my senses to discern 
what You want to reveal to me daily. Open my eyes to see those in 
need and trigger my heart and hands to act as how Jesus would. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen!  
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FRIDAY 3 March

Author: Chan Choon Seng

Day 3
READ: Genesis 41 

OBSERVE:

o The Gentile masters of Joseph could see that Joseph had “divine   
 power” with him.

o Joseph found favour with God and by the grace of God also   
 found favour with men – Potiphar, Prison warden, Pharaoh – all of   
 whom came to experience the reality and power of the God of
 Israel through the life of Joseph.

o Joseph was mindful that his abilities, giftings and success were   
 from God and seized opportunities to present God to those who   
 did not know Him (see Gen 41:16 and Gen 40:8b). 

Hosting, Not Boasting
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APPLY:
Today’s scripture reading reminded me of the importance of hosting 
the presence of God in our lives. When His presence is manifested in 
and	through	us,	that’s	when	His	glory	shines	forth!	When	we	reflect	
Jesus, the true light (John 19), we become effective witnesses for 
God; we let our light shine before others, that they may see our good 
deeds and glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

Joseph	was	quick	to	deflect	attention	from	himself	and	instead	re-
directed focus to God. When we are blessed and successful, we need 
to recognize that this is by God’s grace (His presence, power and 
provision) and be quick to testify and express gratitude to God for His 
faithful love and favour.
 
DO:
o Draw near to God, He will draw near to you (James 4:8)
o	 Submit	to	God.	Resist	the	devil	and	he	will	flee	from	you.	
 (James 4:7)
o Be humble - “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
 (James 4:6)

PRAY:
[extracted from the lyrics of “In the Presence of a Holy God”]
In the presence of a holy God, I bow down and I adore;
In the presence of Your infinite might, I’m so small and frail and weak;
In the presence of Your glory, all my crowns lie in the dust;
You are righteous in Your judgments Lord, You are faithful true and just;
You took all my sins upon Yourself, I can only stand amazed;
When I glimpse Your power and wisdom, Lord I have no words left to speak;
I cry holy, holy, holy God, how awesome is Your name, how majestic is Your reign;
And I am changed in the Presence of a holy God!



10 days of prayer40

SATURDAY 4 March

Author: Teo Soo Hoong

Day 4
READ: Genesis 42

OBSERVE:

God does not abandon or reject us in the hours of darkness. It can 
be	difficult	to	recognise	God’s	presence	during	our	hard	and	

dark times. It is easy to think that God has left us or abandoned us. At 
the time of the famine, God gave hope to Jacob and his family. He 
provided grain for them in Egypt. Jacob and his family bought the 
provisions from Egypt, and they survived the harsh famine. 

God’s presence is seen in the hope given and in His provision for 
our needs to carry on living. In addition, God’s presence is seen in 
the loving consideration of those around us – their kind, merciful, and 
compassionate	acts.	This	 is	 reflected	 in	Joseph’s	 changed	plan	 to	
keep only one brother behind and allow the others to bring back the 
provisions to their family.

God is with us even in times when we are burdened with the guilt 
of our wrongdoings. He does not abandon or reject us. He is there 
mercifully and graciously helping us to face our guilt and leading us 
to humble repentance in His loving presence. 

The forgiveness we experience from God sets us free from the burden 
of guilt and we experience His peace. We see this in the experience of 
Joseph’s brothers. God set them free from their guilt of acting wickedly 
towards their brother some 20 years ago. They were liberated from 
fear and the unacknowledged burden of guilt they had carried for 
many	years.	Hard	and	difficult	 times	can	obscure	God’s	presence,	
although He is actively present, loving and caring for us.

God’s Presence In Hard Times
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APPLY:
God never leaves us or abandons us. He is always with us, even the 
challenging	and	difficult	times	of	our	life.	We	must	learn	to	recognise	
God’s presence, especially in our hard times.

DO:
Recall a hard time you had been through and look for God’s presence 
with you in that time. As you recall God’s presence in those times, say 
a prayer to thank God for being present with you.

PRAY:
Open my eyes that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free…
Open my eyes illumine me, Spirit Divine.
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SUNDAY 5 MARCH

Author: Thaddeus Lee

Day 5
READ: Genesis 43 

OBSERVE:

In a very human sense, Joseph’s brothers had every right to fear him.   
Joseph was a powerful man in Egypt. Furthermore, he detained 

Simeon	in	the	prison	after	their	first	meeting.	They	were	more	fearful	
when they discovered that their silver was in their sacks. They could only 
imagine the dreadful situation they would face even if they returned 
with more gifts and silver to Joseph. But Joseph was watching out for 
his brothers’ arrival and welcomed them with open and excited arms. 
He even prepared a feast for them (v16). 

Even though the brothers feared the potential fate of slavery and 
imprisonment (v18), they were received by Joseph with kindness 
and love. They were even invited to a feast (v24-25). Unknowingly, the 
brothers’	response	to	Joseph	fulfilled	the	dream	Joseph	had	20	years	
prior (Gen 37:9); they bowed to Joseph as it was in his dream. 

Responding to the Hurt
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APPLY:
We can choose how to respond to those who wrong us or betray us – 
they could be distant acquaintances or a family member. Joseph was 
betrayed by his own brothers, yet he chose to receive them with love 
and grace. His action won them over and brought them to repentance. 
When we choose to emulate Joseph in extending love and grace, we 
reflect	the	character	of	God	who	showers	love	and	blessing	upon	us	
even when we were still his enemies.

DO:
• Take a moment to meditate on Genesis 43:16-26. What is God   
 speaking to you?
• Who are the people God is nudging you to extend that olive   
 branch of love and grace to?
• Pray for strength to extend forgiveness and earnestly seek Him in   
 your weakness. 

PRAY:
Heavenly Father, we come before You in thanksgiving for Your 
boundless grace. For loving and forgiving us when we are the least 
deserving of it. Father, we surrender our hearts to You. We surrender 
our hurts and anger to You knowing that You, our great Father, extend 
that same grace and more to us when we turned in ways that do not 
honour You. Father, we ask for Your grace to supply us with the strength 
to forgive those who hurt us, for the strength to love those who betray 
us. We ask all this in Jesus’ most precious name, Amen.




