
56 days of prayer40

MONDAY 27 MARCH

Author: Sally Seow

Day 27
READ: Exodus 15

OBSERVE:

In today’s reading, we read that Moses and Miriam, together with the 
Israelites, worshipped the Lord with song.  They declared the wonder-

filled	attributes	of	God	after	the	Lord	had	delivered	the	Israelites	out	
of Egypt by parting the Red Sea. They witnessed the mighty hand of 
God displayed against the Egyptians. They were jubilant at having 
been delivered from slavery and being able to move on in life as free 
people. 

However, they began to grumble against Moses and God when they 
came to Marah because of their thirst. They could not drink from 
the water at Marah because it was bitter. They forgot how God had 
delivered them from their suffering. Thankfully, Moses interceded 
for the people before God. God responded in love and grace by 
providing “a piece of wood” which turned the water sweet when it 
was thrown into it. 

God	also	promised	that	He	would	not	afflict	the	Israelites	with	the	
diseases and plagues the Egyptians suffered if they listened and 
obeyed all His commandments (v26).

Grateful for God’s Goodness and Grace
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APPLY:
Expressing gratitude to God is easy when we experience His 
goodness and grace.  We learn to give thanks to God for prayers 
answered and even those that were not answered. Unlike the forgetful 
and	grumbling	Israelites,	we	learn	to	be	thankful	even	in	difficult	and	
challenging times in life. We should not forget God in our suffering 
or when we are facing dire situations in life. God who redeems us 
through	the	sacrifice	and	resurrection	of	His	Son	is	surely	able	to	help	
us to be victorious in our situations through the power of His Spirit. In 
every circumstance of life, we choose to remain in Him and abide in 
His word.

DO:
In your challenging times, offer a prayer of thanksgiving or sing a song 
of praise to God. Ask God to empower you with the Holy Spirit to 
walk	in	His	love.	Let	your	joy	and	confidence	in	God	be	a	testimony	
of God’s goodness and grace to others. Embrace God’s presence in 
your	situation	and	reflect	on	how	He	has	demonstrated	His	power,	
protection, provision, and peace in your life.

Memorise: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  
(1 Thess. 5:16-17).
      
PRAY:
Our Father and our God, thank You for Your unfailing love for us.  Forgive 
us for being prone to wander from You.  We stand in awe of You for 
You continue to pursue us and draw us back to Yourself.  Indeed, Your 
goodnesss and grace run after us endlessly. Lord, help us to abide in 
Christ and align our will to Your will so that we may arise, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, to make a difference in the community You place us.  
May You, O God our loving Father, be magnified in us and through our 
lives.  In Jesus’ matchless name we ask and give thanks.  Amen.
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TUESDAY 28 MARCH

Author: Eugene Cheong

Day 28
READ: Exodus 16

OBSERVE:

It has been a month since Moses had led the Israelites out of Egypt. 
Their most recent experience of God’s power was when he parted 

the Red Sea for them to cross over and escape the Egyptian army. 
Three days later, God had led the Israelites to an oasis and miraculously 
sweetened the bitter water so that they could drink and live. Now, they 
found themselves on the verge of starvation. They grumbled against 
Moses and against God, wishing they were back in Egypt. 

So, God told Moses that he would provide food for them. God would 
provide	food	from	heaven	sufficient	for	everyone,	that	is,	the	manna.	
God commanded them to collect one omer – about 2 litres in dry 
volume or 2 kg – per person (v16), which is quite a lot to eat. The 
amount is about four large loaves of bread.

And here comes the astounding thing that God does. We see it in 
verses 17-18. We are told that some people collected more manna, 
and some people collected less. But when they weighed it out, 
somehow those who collected more did not have surplus, and those 
who collected less did not have too little. Each person ended up with 
an omer! God gave each person exactly what he/she needed. There 
was no need for anyone to be greedy, neither was there any need for 
anyone to be anxious. God provided enough for each person.

Just Enough
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APPLY:
When we ask God to provide for us what we need, He would. This is 
the whole idea behind praying “Give us this day our daily bread”. We 
do not have to be greedy or kiasu about how much we need. God 
knows and He will act accordingly. We do not have to be anxious about 
whether we will have enough. God will see to it that we would. We have 
a God who loves us deeply and cares so much for us. It is in His nature 
to provide, and He will provide – just enough for each person.

DO:
Reflect on how God has provided for you up to this point in your life. 
Think about those times when you were amazed that you had just 
enough for whatever you needed. Then thank God for seeing to it that 
you were provided for. And now rest in the assurance that God will 
continue to see to it that you will have just enough for what you need.

PRAY:
O God our Heavenly Father, thank You that You have provided for 
us all this time. We are sorry if we have taken You for granted. We 
acknowledge that because of Your provision, we have just enough for 
what we need. And we are confident that You will continue to see to it 
that we will be provided for. We thank You in Jesus’ Name. Amen!
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 WEDNESDAY 29 MARCH

Author: Joey Chen

Day 29
READ: Exodus 17

OBSERVE:

The people had followed God’s command (v1), only to arrive at 
Rephidim where they found no water. A thirsty people are an angry 

people, and they took it out on Moses. But as Moses’ response in v2 
and his crying out to the Lord tells us, in truth the people were testing 
God, not Moses. The issue, at its heart, was one of discipleship: the 
people	were	dissatisfied	(Meribah	means	“place of dissatisfaction”) 
and tested (Massah means “testing”) the Lord because they doubted 
God’s presence: “Is the Lord among us or not?” (v7).

It seems incredible that they would doubt God’s presence after the 
miracles of crossing the Red Sea (Ex. 141-22), of making bitter water 
drinkable at Marah (Ex.14:22-27), and of manna (Ex.16). Each time 
they complained, God had responded by providing for their need. 
This goes beyond simple thirst – it goes deeper: it is a matter of the 
heart, of not trusting God.

It’s safe to assume that only Moses could hear God (vv5-6) and have 
the assurance that God would be with him (v6 ‘I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock at Horeb.’). However, the miracles that had 
come before, and the miracle of defeating Amalek that would come 
after should have been evidence enough that God was indeed with 
them - in the past, at that point in time, and in the future.

A Matter of the Heart
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APPLY:
The difficulties that we face surface deeper heart issues. Rather than 
focusing on the situation, look at what our response says about our 
inner life and our relationship with God. Have we learnt to be content in 
all things (Philippians 4:11-13), trusting that God is with us? Even when 
difficulties and challenges have brought us into a dry season, trust that 
God will provide.

DO:
Are you at a place of dissatisfaction? Are your circumstances testing 
your faith, and causing you to test God? If you have been following God 
as He commanded, you can be assured that He is with you. The key 
is learning to see evidence of God working and letting your heart be 
satisfied by God’s presence, like a weaned child with his mother (Psalm 
131:2).  Allow His presence to comfort, encourage and satisfy you even 
as you wait for God to deliver you from the difficult situation that you 
are in or turn things around for you. The greater your challenges, the 
greater God’s grace will be for you.

PRAY:
Father God, I do not always understand why I go through challenging 
circumstances. At times in my pain, it is so easy to forget Your past 
faithfulness, and forget that You are with me. But I choose to believe in 
Your promise that You will never leave nor forsake me; even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, You are with me. Thank 
You, Lord, that because You are with me, I will more than conquer 
(Romans 8:37). Give me spiritual eyes to see You at work in my life, faith 
to believe that You are there for me, and contentment that can only be 
found in Your presence. God, grant me grace and courage to follow 
You as You command even if it means going through dry places, and 
sustain me with Your living waters. 
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 THURSDAY 30 MARCH

Author: Sunny Yap Beng Seng

Day 30
READ: Exodus 18

OBSERVE:

God spoke to Moses through his father-in-law, Jethro, on how to 
manage his work efficiently. Moses had been presiding judgement 

over the people by himself and worked from morning to evening. 
Jethro advised Moses not to lead alone but to select trustworthy men to 
act as judges over smaller groups of people (Verse 21-22). These men 
would judge minor cases while Moses the major cases. In this manner, 
Moses would not be overwhelmed with such great responsibility but 
would be able to work productively.

Moses heeded the voice of his father-in-law and did accordingly. He 
was humble enough to receive godly counsel despite being the leader 
and judge of Israel.

Listen to Godly Advice
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APPLY:
Moses was a highly anointed servant of God, yet he was humble and 
receptive to Jethro’s advice. Therefore, I need to humble myself and be 
willing to receive godly counsel through godly people.

As a leader, I can’t work or stand alone. I need to work with my team of 
leaders to be efficient and fruitful in ministry.

DO:
I must pray and ask God for His wisdom, guidance and strength daily. 

I must listen to godly advice from godly people that God sends in my midst. 

PRAY:
Lord, teach me Your ways as I walk in Your truth and grant to me an 
undivided heart that I might fear Your name. Enlighten my eyes with 
understanding as I read Your Word and teach me to listen to Your 
counsel. Help me to humble myself to receive godly counsel through 
godly people You send in my midst. This I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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 FRIDAY 31 MARCH

Author: Tan Ee Hong

Day 31
READ: Exodus 19

OBSERVE:

(v1-8) The Lord called to Moses to remind the people of how He had 
rescued them out of Egypt to gather them for Himself. God wanted 
His people to obey Him and keep His covenant, and He promised that 
they would be His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (v4-6). Does this sound like God’s promise is dependent on 
their obedience? No – God had protected and rescued them to enter 
into this special relationship with Him. This special relationship required 
their obedience. 

(v9-25) The next scene is frightening. God descended on Mt Sinai in 
front of the people, accompanied by thunder and lightning, a thick 
cloud and a loud trumpet blast. Mt Sinai was wrapped in smoke and 
fire, and the mountain trembled greatly (v16-19).  Three times (v 12, 21, 
24) God gave warnings on the safety limits around the mountain for the 
people not to intrude or they would perish. We are told that the people 
were afraid and trembled (v16, see also 20:18-19).

In Exodus 20:20, Moses told the people not to fear, for God had come 
to put the fear of God before them, that they may not sin. The right 
response for the people was to fear God – not fear of an enemy out to 
destroy them, but a healthy fear that recognised his holiness. 

Fear the Holy God
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APPLY:
We have similarly been rescued to be in a new covenant relationship 
with God. Christ’s atonement has redeemed us so that we can be 
righteous and uncondemned in God’s Presence. This passage shows 
us God’s terrifying glory and holiness, to which the right response for us 
is a healthy fear. Hebrews 12:18-29 compares the scary images of God 
in Mt Sinai to Mt Zion, that we are now living under grace. But God as a 
consuming fire (v29) is still very real. It is a healthy fear to know that God 
is to be feared but He loves us and desires our good. We do not need 
to be terrified as Christ has paid the penalty for our sins. We should be 
grateful to receive a kingdom that cannot be shaken and worship Him 
with reverence and awe (v28).

DO:
Let’s worship God for His holiness and glory, presenting ourselves to God 
to purify our motives, confess and repent of any sin, to forgive others and be 
restored into sweet fellowship with God. Be holy as He is holy. (1 Peter 1:14-
16). Let’s respond to God with thanksgiving, for sending Jesus to redeem 
us from the penalty of sin so that we are reconciled with God. Let’s commit 
to a regular communion with God who initiates this loving relationship with 
us. Fear the Holy God and obey His Word, that our conduct and speech 
may be worthy as we walk in obedience to Him.

PRAY:
Father God, forgive me for taking You for granted, for not making 
effort to spend regular time with You. I confess and repent of my sin. 
I praise and thank You for redeeming me from the penalty of sin, 
and being able to come freely into Your holy presence. Give me the 
discipline to give You this precious space in my daily life. As I start 
each day with You intentionally, may Your Presence be evident in all 
that I do and say and may my life be a testimony of Your love and 
power. Glory be to You! In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen!
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SATURDAY 1 APRIL

Author: Roland Teo

Day 32
READ: Exodus 20

OBSERVE:

God redeemed and saved us first, set us free and brought us out of 
our “captivity” and “slavery”. Subsequently for us to walk right and 

live well, these were the laws God established for His nation of people. 
God was forming a Holy Nation prepared to live for and serve Him.

The	 first	 5	 commandments	 are	 about	 our	 relationship	 with	 God	
and	keep	the	Lord	God	as	our	focus.	Jesus	summarised	the	first	5	
commandments in Matthew 22:37-40 as “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is 
the	first	and	greatest	commandment.

The other 5 commandments are about our relationship with people. 
Jesus summarised the second commandment as “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.”

Another observation is that the “Ten Commandments” is given to us 
individually. It started with “You”. It is not given to a community but 
each one of us individually as it is our personal responsibility to honour 
God and respect others.

Trust and Obey
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APPLY:
Trust God not only for His works and wonders in our lives but we must 
also obey God’s laws written in our hearts individually (2 Corinthians 3:3).

DO:
Our	response	must	be	 to	Love	and	honour	God	first.	Loving	and	
respecting others will then come easily. It is not achievable in the 
reverse	order	by	loving	others	first	and	then	loving	God.

PRAY:
Lord we pray that individually we will obey Your commandments written 
into our hearts to love You and honour You with all our heart, mind and 
soul. We pray that You will help us to be Your intended reliable and 
respectful people honouring You in every aspect of our lives. Help us 
to be obedient to Your words, teachings and commandments as it will 
not only help us but bless us in our daily lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.
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SUNDAY 2 APRIL

Author: Bernice Toh

Day 33
READ: Exodus 21

OBSERVE:

Exodus 21 is an expansion of the fifth and sixth commandment. 
Here, God gave the law to the Israelites for them to follow. In 

understanding the law given by the Lord, we have to first recognise that 
He is the Lord of the law. It is because God yearns for a relationship with 
us,  loves and cares for us, wants to give us fullness and He gives us 
these laws to govern and protect us.  The law concerning slaves (v1-11) 
reminds us that we are bond servants of God. Jesus who redeemed us 
from slavery to sin also calls us His friends (John 15:15).  Laws governing 
personal injuries show that God is merciful. Just as He is the giver of life, 
He is the protector of life. 

When faced with disagreements, extend grace and love. Children are 
to love their parents because they are worthy of honour as appointed 
by God. God’s mercy is also known through the laws of retribution 
(vv22-27). God knows our human nature. When we want revenge, we 
usually want to get back more than what we have suffered. This here is 
an act of mercy where the punishment matches the crime. He that does 
wrong can expect to receive according to the wrong that has been 
done. Further, we are accountable for not preventing injury to others 
when we have the power to do it (v28-36).

The Lord of the Law
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APPLY:
We must seek to understand God in all situations, which means waiting 
on the Lord and searching for His heart in the joy and pain. We can know 
God by reading the word of God and connecting with Him through the 
reading of the word. We must cling onto His promises and truths so that 
we can live righteously like Christ. 

DO:
• If you are facing a challenging situation, learn to see God in that situation. 
 Ask yourselves, “What would Jesus do?” 
• Ask God for a person whom you can extend God’s love to, in words and 
 action. 

PRAY:
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your grace and providence in my 
life. Help me to love others as You would, especially those that 
might seem hard to love. Give me the strength to take ownership 
of my mistakes and to put on Christ in all I do. Grant me open eyes, 
ears and heart to read Your Word and to know You personally and 
intimately. Help me to set aside time to wait on You each day. Thank 
You Abba Father for loving me as I am. I pray all these in Jesus’ 
name, amen. 




