
14 days of prayer40

MONDAY 6 MARCH

Author: Robert Chan

Day 6
READ: Genesis 44

OBSERVE:

As Joseph was preparing to send his brothers, including Simeon,    
who	was	 imprisoned	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 first	 trip,	 home	 from	

their	second	trip	to	Egypt,	he	instructed	his	steward	to	fill	their	sacks	
with grain. Joseph put his brothers to another test by instructing his 
steward to pack into each brother’s sacks their monies and also hide 
his silver cup in  Benjamin’s  sack of grain, an incident that caused the 
brothers to be brought back to Egypt to face Joseph again. 

When Joseph’s silver cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, his brothers 
faced Joseph again. Joseph decided to detain Benjamin and allowed 
his other brothers to return home to their father. Unlike the past, there 
was family unity when Judah pleaded with Joseph to detain him 
instead and allow Benjamin to return home to his father, Israel.

Judah remembered what he and his brothers had done to Joseph 
over	20	years	ago.	Judah	reflected	and	realized	God’s	presence	as	
he	confessed	his	fault	and	sacrificed	himself	in	order	to	protect	his	
brothers. It is this honest confession and demonstration of love that 
finally	leads	to	reconciliation.
 

Silver Cup
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APPLY:
We cannot use our wealth to get away with our past deeds. We 
need to open ourselves before God with our honest confession 
and repentance to transform ourselves and draw us near to Him in 
obedience to follow His Word and do His will. We must work towards 
having an intimate relationship with God.

DO:
1. Commit to studying the word of God regularly.
2. Let your decision-making process be guided by God’s will rather   
 than being led by emotions.

PRAY:
Dear God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for Your goodness and 
faithfulness in our lives. Continue to teach us to draw nearer to You and 
grow deeper in Your Word. May You use us to glorify Your Holy Name 
always. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!
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TUESDAY 7 MARCH

Author: Paul Seow

Day 7
READ: Genesis 45

OBSERVE:

Observe Joseph’s heart posture and perspective (Genesis 45:4-5). 
How did the young Joseph, who seemed rather proud when he 

shared his dreams to his brothers and parents, turn around this way – 
grateful, humble and truly genuinely thrilled to see his brothers again? 

Joseph’s journey of forgiveness began when he postured himself in 
humility. When he viewed the injustice and hardships suffered in the 
light of being held in the hands of a God who is always present, he 
saw that God never left him but was shaping his future and bringing 
a	fulfilment	of	his	destiny,	even	in	the	most	adverse	of	circumstances.	
He then learnt that even an evil action can be used by God to preserve 
life! Even the life of the person or persons commiting that evil. One 
other outcome of this posture is the great favour that Joseph had with 
Pharaoh that was extended to his family because of his obedience to 
God. This favour is seen and expressed through the favour Pharaoh 
showed to Joseph and his family: ”for the best of all the land of Egypt 
will be yours” (Gen 45:16-24) 
 

What Was Meant for Evil, God Turns It 
Around for Good
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APPLY:
Are there incidences in your life where you were wronged and unjustly 
treated? What journey of forgiveness would you need to embark 
on	as	God	lovingly	put	His	fingers	on	these	areas?  Would you trust 
God to turn those incidences or persons around so that you, too, can 
declare: ”What was meant for evil, God has turned it around for good!” 
Remember, too, as we posture ourselves in obedience, we posture 
ourselves for the favour of God.

Although Joseph did not fully understood it, he was given a vision of 
God’s plan for his life. He must have pondered and wondered what 
those visions were all about, as he was sold as a slave to a foreign land. 
But on hindsight, Joseph would see how God was shaping him as a 
carrier	of		the	vision	and	how	God	fulfilled	the	vision	He	gave.	
DO:
Bring your relationships or circumstances where betrayal or sabotage 
has taken place that God brings to your mind now. Ask God for the 
ability to trust Him to bring about good in those circumstances. Ask 
God for new lenses to view these past negative experiences. Pray for 
those who betrayed you and bless them. 

Have you received a prophetic word or vision from the Lord, and 
life right now doesn’t look anything like what was prophesied over 
you? Take heart and be encouraged by this passage today. The path 
leading up to God’s promises may not always be a smooth road and 
there is a waiting and preparation period so that you can carry the 
weight of that prophetic word.
PRAY:
Dear Father, at times it is easy to wallow in my problems and my 
hardships. Thank You for this passage of scripture that reminds me 
that You allow difficulties to come into my life so I can do something 
important for You and, possibly, even life-saving to others. Lord, help 
me keep my daily struggles in perspective. Open my eyes to how my 
current and past problems can help others. Help me to forgive those 
who wronged me and use me to Your glory. In Jesus’ Name,  Amen.
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WEDNESDAY 8 MARCH

Author: Wee Boon Hup

Day 8
READ: Genesis 46

OBSERVE:

When	they	finally	met	in	Egypt,	Jacob	said	to	Joseph:	Now let 
me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are 

alive (v30).  

Jacob had not seen Joseph for decades.  But he would have thought 
a lot about him, pondering before the Lord with regards to the 
promises He had given him earlier on in his life, which prepared him 
for the blessings he would give Joseph and his siblings just before he 
died.		The	blessings	(chapter	49)	reveal	how	much	he	had	reflected	
on the ups and downs of his family, and on each of his sons.  

Joseph, too, had longed to meet his father, as seen in their emotional 
reunion (v29), and had planned for their long term stay in Egypt.  

Now Let Me Die
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APPLY:
Jacob’s sentiment as expressed in v30, though in not exactly the same 
words, are still heard today. There were many times when I have heard 
family members sharing how their recently deceased loved ones 
waited till the return of a favourite son or daughter from overseas 
before	they	finally	breathed	their	last.		Joseph	was	Jacob’s	favourite	
son.  That created rivalry and jealousy among the siblings.  That aside, 
it is a display of deep affection of a father for his son.

Unfortunately, not every dying person has the privilege of experiencing 
what Jacob had. There are also a few families I have met where 
surviving family members expressed deep sorrow that they never 
could reconcile, even while living in the same residence.  The passing 
of the loved one left a deep regret that would take a long time to heal, 
if ever at all.   

DO:
If we want to return to the Lord with no regrets, or not regret the death 
of a loved one, an important area is reconciliation.   First, we keep short 
accounts by forgiving and seeking forgiveness from such individuals 
in our life. Second, keep reaching out to one another, instead of 
distancing ourselves. Third, if we need third party assistance, be 
humble enough to ask for help.

PRAY:
Dear Jesus, our risen Lord, even as we will rejoice to be with You at the 
end, walk with us here and now so that we will get our relationships in 
order before that happens. Open doors for us to mend, and restore 
our broken relationships, so that we will be really ready when the time 
comes to pass on in peace.  Amen.  
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THURSDAY 9 MARCH

Author: Chong Soon Fook

Day 9
READ: Genesis 47 

OBSERVE:

This message is one that God places in the scriptures to show how 
loving a Father He is to us and, in doing so, it makes us want to 

surrender our lives to Him. It is also for those of us who are going 
through trials in life and we need God at this very important point in 
our lives. 

During the 7 years of abundance, God gave Joseph the wisdom to 
store grain in barns so that in the following 7 years of famine, Joseph 
could take the stored grain to sell to the people so that there would 
be	sufficient	food	for	themselves	and	their	families.	

So it was when the people ran out of food, they went to buy grain 
from Joseph with their money. And when they ran out of money, the 
people exchanged their livestock, horses and sheep for grain. Finally, 
the people surrendered their land and possessions in exchange 
for grain. In a severe drought like this, these possessions (livestock, 
horses, land etc) might not mean anything to the people because they 
simply needed food. Exchanging their possessions for something 
they needed most is a logical thing to do to save lives (v25 – You have 
saved our lives!)
  

Surrender to God
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APPLY:
When we are faced with a situation like in life’s trial, there are things that 
God wants us to do because He knows what we are going through 
and He wants to be a shelter for us, for our good and our future. 

God wants us to humbly seek Him and surrender our concerns to 
Him whenever we are in distress. Daily reading of His word, listening 
to scripture being spoken in church, hearing from brothers and sisters 
in our Cell Groups, will open ourselves to Him and let Him speak to us 
in	our	difficulties.	

Sometimes, God wants to exchange things that we hold dearly but are 
not good for us, like sins that stumble us. If we allow God to take away 
our sins by confessing them, He will exchange it for His forgiveness 
(1 John 1:9). If we surrender to God all our anxieties, He will give us 
peace in return (Phil 4:6,7). This divine exchange allows God to work 
in our lives for our good. 

DO:
This is how we should come to God in surrender:
1. Acknowledge with humility, that we need God 
2. Ask God to come and commune with us
3. Allow Him to speak to us, through the reading and or listening of   
 His word, as we surrender to Him
4. Accept God’s ways to remove things we do not need in a divine   
 exchange

PRAY:
Lord, I want to humbly come to You and acknowledge that I need You. 
Help me to see that You are bigger than any issues that I have. I want 
to hear You, O Lord, so speak that I may know the way to go. I open 
up my heart in surrender to You O Lord, so take anything in me that is 
hindering me from hearing You clearly and anything that is not right 
in me, I surrender to You. Exchange all my iniquities and pride (and 
anything else) for what You will give me so I may live a life that is at 
peace and pleasing unto You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FRIDAY 10 MARCH

Author: Choi Chik Cheong

Day 10
READ: Genesis 48

OBSERVE:

Jacob was near the end of his days. He was literally on his deathbed. 
Joseph, when told of his father’s illness, came to Jacob’s side with 

his two oldest sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to receive a blessing. 
Jacob claimed Joseph’s oldest two sons as his own. He would give 
them full rights to part of his inheritance. The blessing comprised a 
prayer for these two men to experience the same blessings Jacob had 
received from God during his lifetime. Jacob asked God to continue 
the legacy of Abraham and Isaac through them (Genesis 48:15–16).

Then he blessed Joseph and said, ‘May the God before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully, the God who has been 
my shepherd all my life to this day, the Angel who has delivered me 
from all harm -- may he bless these boys. May they be called by my 
name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they 
increase greatly on the earth.’ Gen 48:15-16 
  

Jacob Blesses Joseph’s Sons
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APPLY:
1.  Recognise God’s blessings in your life – His faithfulness, His   
 shepherding, His deliverance, His providence.

2.  Adopt  the idea of blessing our children and grandchildren (spiritual 
 children too) as we have seen Abraham, Isaac and Jacob do in   
 these stories of Genesis.

3. Use the blessing of Jacob (Gen 48:15-16) as a guide for your   
 blessing prayer.

DO:
1. Find opportune times (like birthdays, when their embark on a 
 major project, a new season in their life etc...) to bless our children 
 (including spiritual children like those whom we mentor or disciple).

2. You may also wish to impart such a prayer of blessing to your 
 loved ones.

PRAY:
Lord, make me an instrument to pronounce Your blessings to those 
around me, be they my children, loved ones, friends and neighbours. 
Teach me to be humble and be dependent on Your grace and strength. 
May Your name be glorified. Amen.
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SATURDAY 11 MARCH

Author: Carolyn Lee

Day 11
READ: Genesis 49

OBSERVE:

The passage begins with Jacob gathering his sons to him, and 
ends with Jacob, being gathered to his people (which means he 

died).  This is Jacob’s swan song. It is interesting to take note that the 
“blessings” that Jacob had given to his sons, on his death bed, were 
not only blessings but curses, too. 

The words are poetic in nature and prophetic, especially when it is 
read in Hebrew. Jacob predicts the future of Jacob’s sons and their 
descendants, and most of them had come true.  It is interesting to 
read what Jacob declared over each of his children, particularly, his 
blessing over Judah (v8-12).

  

Last Words are Important 
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APPLY:
Even though Jacob’s dying words were powerful and effective, we 
should hold the illumined and inspired word of God in high esteem. 
We should ask God to help us understand His word and allow God’s 
word to inform our worldview. This is especially important in our 
age and time when we are constantly battling with fake news and 
deceptions. We should allow God’s word to transform our worldview 
and direct our lives so that we can live out our destiny like each of 
Jacob’s sons.

DO:
• Memorise God’s Word with diligence, so it can build our faith. 
• Ask God for a spirit of discernment and hunger for God’s word 
 and plan. 
• Be intentional in putting God’s word into action. 
• Examine your attitudes towards God’s word and plan.

PRAY:
Come, Lord Jesus, and stay by my side. Sometimes, I do not understand 
why I must go through certain circumstances, especially the bad 
experiences. Teach me to fix my eyes on You and help me wait upon 
You patiently. Teach me to treasure Your Word and hide them in the 
bosom of my heart.  In Jesus’ precious name, Amen. 
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SUNDAY 12 MARCH

Author: John Choo

Day 12
READ: Genesis 50

OBSERVE:

If anyone has a reason to be bitter and vengeful, it was Joseph 
who had endured the evil intentions of his brothers, yet he did 

not hold it against them, choosing instead to keep faith, trust and 
depend on God.

Joseph was able to see his experiences through God’s perspective, 
how God used what was intended to be evil upon him, and made 
good	out	of	it.	(Gen	45:7,8).	While	it	was	unfolding,	it	was	difficult	to	
see God’s plan, but Joseph knew that God was always at work and he 
kept his faith.

It is because of this that Joseph was able to forgive his brothers. 
However, this book is not just about Joseph and his faith, even though 
his faith is exemplary and a lesson for us, but even more importantly, 
we learn about God’s goodness and faithfulness. What He says, He 
does;	what	He	promises,	He	fulfils.	He	is	good,	all	the	time!

  

The BIG Picture
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APPLY:
Genesis 50 teaches us that no matter what the circumstances, God is 
always working for our good and He is always in control (Gen 50:20). 
Nothing is left to chance. Since we have chosen to believe and follow 
Jesus who is God, we do not need to be anxious or worry when we 
encounter challenges and “bad” situations in our lives as all things 
work together for good to them that love God.

DO:
God has the big picture. Learn to believe and trust Him, committing 
all our cares and worries to Him in our prayers and, having done so, 
believe that He will accomplish His will. Rather than focusing on what 
is happening to us, we can look to God to give us His perspective on 
how He is working everything together for our good and His glory.

PRAY:
Father, thank You for the good and wonderful plan that You have for 
each of us. Even though we often do not see the good that You have 
intended for us, especially when things do not go well, help us to stand 
firm on the fact that You are the sovereign God who is always in control 
and wants the best for us, just as Joseph did. Thank You Father! We 
praise and worship You, praying in Jesus’ name.




