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PLMC showcosed various ways worshippers could serve and be a blessing during Lo/ty Month.
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Laity Month: Serving from the Heart
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Every year in October, PLMC shines the
spotlight on opportunities for
worshippers to serve and bless the
church family, community and the
nations. An activity booklet was
produced this year to highlight 19
ministries as a guide to where they
could use their gifts to serve. The
Fellowship Hall was abuzz with interest
and activity each week and we pray for
fruitful ministry as the new recruits
faithfully follow the Lord's leading.
Members also generously supported
The Purple Parade and Covenant
Family Service Centre at their pop-ups.
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Bubbling Over
With Joy at the
Purple Parade

PLMC's Ukulele
Group perform at
Healing Nation
Concert

Men's Ministry on
MET at EIShaddai

In the Footsteps
of Apostle Paul







Being a Blessing with Big Bubbles

Many of us know that PLMC has been
supporting The Purple Parade for many
years, but not many may know that we
have been participating with a stall
offering bubble play to the Carnival
goers? This year was no exception as
we shared God's love for all through
Big Bubbles of Joy (BBOJ). We raised
$1,209.30 for the parade’s beneficiaries.
BBOJ is the brainchild of PLMC
member Clair Ong aka Mrs Bubble Lee
(Bubbly, geddit?). - Amy Cheong

Big Bubbles of Joy is God's answer to my prayer to
share His love with others. It was conceived on Sunday
12 Sep 2016. | had gone to “Z Fantastic Thai Market” at
Tanjong Pagar railway station with my husband, Keith
and our son, Immanuel. | looked at the crowd and
suddenly, | felt a burden for them. | looked up at and
asked God “How can | share Your love with others?”

Immediately, | received a message from Amanda
Quek about a bubble busker at the railway station. |
quickly went over. That was the very first time we saw
such huge bubbles! | believe that when people see
the bubbles, they are immediately filled with God's
love and joy. The rainbow colours of the bubbles
remind us of God's everlasting covenant with His
beloved children.

We searched online for recipes of big bubble
solutions, and a week later, we finally made our first
big bubbles in our bathroom. | also made our own
bubble wands, using different materials and designs.
A month later, on 23 Oct 2016, | was very inspired by
Denise Phua's sharing about The Purple Parade, so |
asked her if we could organise bubble play for PP2016.
That was how Big Bubbles of Joy (BBOJ) started
participating in The Purple Parade.

| did not participate in The Purple Parade for three
years, 2019 to 2021 (largely due to Covid-19), then God
called me back to PP2022 in an amazing manner.

In January 2021, Children's Ministry Director Carolyn

Lee invited me to conduct a bubble play workshop for
the Sonshine Kids' leaders retreat, and the following
year, we brought BBOJ to the Silver Boxes Children's
Day celebration. | was at PLMC's basement carpark
when | bumped into Denise Phua. She asked if | could
bring bubble play again to PP2022. | knew God was
calling me back so | accepted the invitation, even
though | wasn't prepared. Amazingly, when | asked
Zhong Hua Girls’ Brigade (GB) for help, the teacher-in-
charge said an activity for the girls was just cancelled
and they were available the next day. The timing was
perfect!

On Sunday, 23 Oct 2022, during service, | prayed and
dedicated BBOJ to God again for Him to let whoever
He wants to bless use it for His Glory. After the service,
| met Ps Chris’ wife, Rachel, and shared with her
about BBOJ for the coming Saturday’s Purple Parade.
To my surprise, she called me later that she had
spoken to PIC Ps Kow Shih Ming, who agreed to let
BBOJ be under PLMC's umbrella.

In 2023, Ps Chris' son Moses, shared his desire to
perform at The Purple Parade, so BBOJ, Chrislyn Koh
and Tia De Souza auditioned with him - we were
selected and performed on 4 November. — Clair Ong




PLMC’s Immanuel Ukulele Team had their biggest stage yet,
performing at The Healing Nation concert

Photo credits: Methodist Welfare Services and
Susan Mao (front, second from right)

PLMC's Immanuel Ukulele Team was recently invited

| to participate in the Healing Nations Charity Concert

on 1 November 2025 under the banner of the TRAC
Seniors Ukulele Group. Of the 21 members, 13 were
from PLMC. The event was held at The Star
Performing Arts Centre, and was graced by President

@ Tharman Shanmugaratnam. The concert was the
. finale of The Methodist Church in Singapore's 140th

anniversary and SG60 celebrations.

Mrs Susan Mao, who led the group, said, “When the
invitation came, we did not deliberate long over the
mammoth challenge ahead. We accepted it because
it was for a deeply meaningful and worthy cause.
Truthfully, many of us wondered if we would be “good
enough” for such a significant event—but we trusted
that God would sustain us and see us through.”
Preparations included many hours of hard work and
personal practice, on top of extended combined
rehearsals. On performance day, the group were at
the performance venue from 12pm to 10pm—a full 10
hours of waiting, rehearsing, preparing, before
offering their very best during their lively set.

Susan added, “All the effort was worth it. It was an
unforgettable moment when we saw the audience

. responding warmly and singing along during our

performance. It was a powerful experience of oneness
in spirit, a beautiful testimony of God'’s love at work
among His people.”

The Immanuel Ukulele team began in 2013 with just
two members, and has since grown to nearly 25
members, ranging in age from 59 to 89 years. While
most members are from PLMC, friends from other
churches have joined in at the fortnightly practices.
These include members from Fairfield Methodist
Church, Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church, Trinity
Methodist Church, Bedok Methodist Church, and
Living Sanctuary Brethren Church. — Geraldine Yeo




Men on a Mission: Men’s Ministry’s MET to EIShaddai

| ' El Shaddai is a faith-based NGO set up
' about 16 years ago by Ps Andrew Ng. He
saw a need for the many refugees that
came to Malaysia from many Asian
countries. Having arrived, they were being
slowly re-settled in other countries
through the UN but the progress is slow,
with some being stuck in Malaysia for up
to 10 years. Ps Andrew saw that education
| was their only way to secure better
prospects for the future and went about
setting up learning centres for different
age groups. Excel 2 is one of the more than
20 premises within unused shophouses or
commercial buildings that local
businessmen had donated to ESC for their
| various teaching centres. It needed a paint
job to Improve the learning environment
and the Men's Ministry decided to take on
the challenge of sending a team to do the
| job.
Our team of nine were not alone in the
painting project. In order to give a sense of
ownership to the students, we requested
for 12 students to join us . The students
were led by a natural leader, Abner, who
we later discovered was from a Christian
family in Pakistan. He was instrumental in
organising the other 11 boys, who helped
us significantly. Their enthusiasm enabled
us to complete the entire job when we had
d thought we could not finish over the two
days of the weekend. We were blessed that
God was there to provide us with more
B than we needed to carry our mission for

PLMC's band of brothers and the students from Excel 2 completed Him! - Kevin Leong, trip leader (top
more than planned, thanks to God who supplied all they needed. picture, far right)

| learnt about this trip from brother Toh Lai Beng, whom | met at the Missions Preparatory Course
on 18 May. He told me that he and some brothers from the Men’s Ministry were planning a
Missions Exposure Trip (MET) to EIShaddai, Klang from 6 to 9 June 2025 to help paint the
classrooms at a centre for refugees, and asked | would like to join them. After praying about it, |
felt led by the Holy Spirit and told brother Lai Beng that | would join in.

| subsequently met the other brothers — Kevin Leong (trip leader), Desmond Chan, Loh Leong Beng
(transport and insurance lead), Vincent Ong (treasurer), Johnny Lim, Francis Lee (devotions lead)
and Andrew Tan. The church prayed for us at the Corporate Prayer Meeting on 4 June.

On the day of departure, | was worried that there might be a congestion at the Tuas 2nd Link
Checkpoint as it was the eve of Hari Raya Haji. Thanks to be God, | was surprised that there was
no congestion at all. Immigration and Customs clearance was smooth on the Singapore and
Malaysia side. The journey to Klang was smooth. The return trip was also smooth.

We stayed at the Green House, a very comfortable and clean bungalow operated by EIShaddai.
During our stay, we interacted with the EIShaddai brothers and sisters and were greatly blessed
by their hospitality and humility.

Although our primary goal was to complete the painting of three classrooms, thanks to be God
who led us and the students, we completed the three classrooms as well as the inner hallway,
inner corridor, toilets, teachers’ room and dining area. | could see the Hand of God at work
through us. God was doing the painting and we were merely His instruments. As we painted, we
had the opportunity to interact with the students and | was blessed by their sharing.

In fact, the interaction, fellowship and esprit de corps with my brothers-in-Christ have greatly
encouraged me. | felt we were all brought closer together in the body of Christ. We worked
together in harmony and unity in Christ. | can sense the presence of the Lord all the way with us.
Indeed, Joshua 1:9 came to life for me: “Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you
go.” - Chong Weng Leong (top picture, standing third from right)




Following in the Footsteps of Paul

The Areopagus, Athens, where Paul spoke about Greeks worshipping an unknown god (Acts 17).

Some 56 members from PLMC embarked on a pilgrimage to Turkiye and Greece from 5 to 18 October.
The itinerary covered places Jesus’' disciples and Paul had travelled to on their missionary journeys,
such as Antakya/Antioch, Kavala/Philippi, Selcuk/Ephesus, Thessaloniki/Thessalonica, Corinth and
Patmos. Spiritual direction was provided by Pastor-in-charge Rev Dr Kow Shih Ming and Discipleship &
Nurture Director Dr Low Kwang Meng. Participants prepared for an encounter with the Lord through
four pre-trip meetings as well as a four-week course on the Acts of the Apostles by Rev Dr Kar Yong
from the Biblical Graduate School of Theology. Four pilgrims share their highlights and reflections.

The Turkey-Greece Study Trip was our first pilgrimage and it was
an enriching experience and a time of spiritual renewal for us.
Our itinerary in the footsteps of Paul's missionary journey
allowed us to immerse in history and the teachings of the Bible,
particularly the Book of Acts. We visited and marvelled at the
actual sites Paul had travelled to, which brought to life the study
we did on the Book of Acts prior to the trip. Armed with the
knowledge on the significance of each site, the monuments,
rocks, pillars, and ruins at the historical sites were not merely
stones but contained rich history and meaningful lessons.
Setting foot on the actual sites enabled us to truly appreciate
Paul’'s works and the challenges he faced. Seeing Paul's prison in
Philippi was a poignant reminder of the hardship he had
endured and how strongly he stood by his faith. It made us
reflect on the true meaning of faith and ponder if we would still
follow Jesus under such persecution.

Another highlight of the trip was the devotions by Pastor Kow at
various outdoor settings, which were particularly meaningful
and blessed. It was such a unique and amazing experience to
listen to Pastor and worship together at the sites where spiritual
giants once stood.

An unexpected and delightful gain for us was the opportunity to
fellowship with many fellow pilgrims whom we previously did not
know. We have benefited greatly from hearing their inspiring
stories, especially about the areas where they are serving, which
helped us to discover how we could join in the work of God.

The friendship and bonds formed during the trip has also
deepened our sense of belonging to and strengthened our
connection with the PLMC community - a treasure for our
continual journey in faith and service to the Lord. — Si Cheng
Choon & Koe Ing Ling

Ing Ling and Cheng Choon in Tarsus,
Paul’s birthplace




Church of St John in Ephesus where John is believed to be buried, the Meteora monasteries perched
on lofty cliffs, (below) cave churches in Kilistra/Lystra and devotion at Patmos

This trip enabled us to experience firsthand the journey Paul took in the first century AD to spread the Gospel
throughout Asia Minor and Europe. We traveled to places where Paul first planted churches and later wrote
letters to believers to encourage and guide them. We stepped on the stones and ruins of cities where Paul
stood in front of people to explain the good news in Corinth and used an altar of an unknown God to explain
his message in Athens.

We witnessed beautiful and magnificent churches built by early Christians that are now converted to
mosques and museums with only hidden frescoes to remind visitors of their Christian history. The Meteora in
Greece where many monasteries were ‘suspended in the air’ perched on mountain tops told of how monks
lived in renunciation of material comfort to pursue a spiritual and holy life.

We praised God for apostle John when we visited Patmos, where he lived in exile and wrote the Book of
Revelation. We also visited the House of Mary and Church of St John in Ephesus.

This trip showed us how Paul and the early Christians suffered for the Gospel. Many were persecuted , tortured
and killed. They gave their lives for God. | was reminded about what we as followers of Christ now can do for
Him who gives us life.

We were very blessed to have Pastor Kow lead us for devotion and prayer at the sites, and Kwang Meng for
insights and prayers. | am enriched , blessed, humbled and grateful for this trip. | pray that God will show us

th f d to bl d be bl d.-J S . . L o
S way rorward o ess and be biesse ane -ee Prior to setting off this trip, | wondered if it would be

safe. | prayed about it, leaving it in God’s hands and
trusting Him for protection. | am glad | went. It was
such an enriching experience that | would not
exchange for the world.

Admittedly, the journey was challenging—Ilong
distances between sacred sites, living out of
suitcases, waking up at 4am or 5 am on some days,
late dinners, not to mention the long queues for
toilets at rest stops. On reflection, these
inconveniences are nothing compared to the
hardships the countless early believers and disciples
like Paul and Peter had to endure. | am so glad for
the opportunity to immerse myself, visually and
spiritually, into their world. Their steadfast,
unwavering faith in the Lord had enabled them to
soldier on despite persecutions, oppositions and
obstacles encountered. They persevered in spreading
the Good News of God'’s love at the various places we
visited, which enabled us to have the relationship
with God that we enjoy today. It led me to examine
my own level of faith. | always thought | was not good
at evangelism, but this trip has made me a little
more confident.

The dedicated devotionals by our PIC made
everything come alive with meaning. The
harmonious relationships where fellow pilgrims
assisted and bantered with each other, added
another positive dimension. | made new friends, who
were just faces at our Sunday services. Now, we greet
each other like members in a big family, and pass on
God'’s love to each other. - Chow Yeow Leng




